
 

 

Email: clerk@desfordparishcouncil.co.uk 
 

RESOURCES COMMITTEE MEETING 
 

Held at 7.00pm on Wednesday the 12th of April 2017 in Desford Library, Main Street, 
Desford.   

 
MINUTES 

 

Present: Cllrs A Lewis (Acting Chair), C Crane, M Elcoat, B Hutt. Also present Martin 
Broomhead (Clerk) and Lisa Sly (Admin.) 

 
 

1. Election of Chairman for Committee 
It was agreed that Cllr Lewis would be acting chair for this meeting only. 
 

2. Apologies 
Received from Cllr Peel also apologies received from Cllr Hutt for being late. 

 
3. Declarations of Interest. 

None 
 
4. To approve the minutes of the Resources Committee meeting held on 13th March 

2017. 
Approved with the following amendment - Page 3 Item 6, add “that the Resources 
Committee would like to see the KOMPAN equipment in use, please find local sites that can 
be visited.” 
 

5. To receive and approve March Bank Statements and reconciliations. 
March Bank Statements were received and noted. 
Reconciliations for February and March are still outstanding. 

 
6. To recommend payment of invoices and note receipts. 

Approved for recommendation to full council subject to Admins Assistants Expenses being 
split so that VAT item are all listed separately enabling the VAT to be reclaimed. 
 

7. To consider lease of Parish Council office from LCC. 
Write back to LCC saying that we do not agree with the increase in rent, and confirming that 
rent will be refunded pro rata when the library is handed over from the Council Council. 
 

8. Fence Panel Forest Rise – clarify ownership and consider repair or replacement of 
fence. 
The land in question is owned by the Parish Council as it was transferred to them as part of 
the Twigden Estate. Get a quote to clear this area, take down all of the fence and grass the 
area. Contact the parishioner to let them know we are going to grass the area. Clarification 
is needed of ownership of land on the other side of the fence, in Grace Road. Source maps 
of Grace Road, get a copy of the deeds from Land Registry for the house on Grace Road to 
clarify ownership of all sections of fencing and land. 
 

9. Purchase replacement dog bins. 
Botcheston need 3 more, 2 at Kirkby Grange and 1 at the park. Need to get a list together 
of bins required, cost of new bins and cost of emptying bins. 
 



10. Items arising from Friends of Desford Cemetery (FoDC) meeting 
FoDC requested the following items should be considered for purchase - PIR battery 
operated lights, salt bin, watering cans and repairs to water butts.  
PIR, approx. £15 for light + extra £10 for batteries; (Cllr Hutt commented that he had just 
bought some for £8 from Aldi or Lidl); watering cans approx £5. Investigate repair of water 
butts. 
Resources committee recommends to Council that up to £100 can be spent by FoDC 
buying 4 PIR’s and some watering cans and that salt bins should be left until later in the 
year.  
 

11. Street Light, Leicester Lane. 
As this light has been damaged in the past by hedge cutters it was felt that there is no point 
in replacing with the same light in the same place. As an alternative look into fitting a 
replacement light on a separate pole. Get a quote for a replacement lamp fitted on a 
separate pole set back beyond the hedge. Check with Electricity suppliers if they are able to 
provide an electrical supply for new light. (Previously cost have been obtained for replacing 
light approx £1,125 or making safe approx £600. However, these estimates are now out of 
date.) 
 

12. Quotations for painting of metal bins, telephone box, benches and picnic benches 
Need to seek quotes for this work. 
Cllr Hutt to supply Clerk with name and contact details of person possibly willing to provide 
an estimate for these works. 
 

13. Quotations for War Memorial cleaning. 
Need to seek quotes for this work. 
 

14. Health and Safety documentation from contractors. 
Check with insurance company what is currently covered – Cllr Hutt will do this. 
This item should be looked into by Procedures WG. It was discussed that we need to inform 
companies, when quoting, what documentation is required. Minimum requirements would 
be public liability insurance. Cllr Peel has offered to write required documents for the 
contractor completing the Allotment car park. 
 

15. Defibrillators. 
If and when we buy a defibrillator for Desford, it was proposed that the Council should 
consider a refund for Botcheston.  This will be a future agenda item. 
 

16. Quotations for removal of shrubbery on Lindridge Lane. 
1 Quotation has been received from Arboreco for £300 and £360 (clearing ground level and 
pruning trees) Resources committee recommends to full council to approve spend of up to 
£650  
 

17. Banking arrangements. 
Draft of letter to HSBC was presented to committee. A number of changes were requested. 
Change account contact to “Clerk” and not the name of the clerk. 
To remove the request that the clerk be able to transfer money between DPC accounts and 
that this only be done by letter with 2 signatures.  
It is recommended to Council that the amended letter be signed and dispatched. 
 
It was also noted that the Safe Keeping Service is being withdrawn (3 months notice from 
April 1st) and we will need to find an alternative. Investigate fire proof filing cabinet 
(2hours), storage locations, solicitor to hold, scanning so can be saved electronically. 
 

18. Quinquennial property inspections. 
Letter has been sent expressing concerns – awaiting response. 
 
 
 



19. Discuss allocation of S 106 funding. 
Cllr Hutt would like to see written confirmation of how much Section 106 money we have 
and if there are any restrictions on where it is to be spent. Cllr P Crane has spoken to 
HBBC regarding play equipment at Bellway and confirms that Bellway will be purchasing 
this and not DPC. Cllr Hutt requested to see a copy of this information from HBBC in 
writing. 
The plans show that there is to be a barrier along the new jitty between St Martins Drive 
and the Belway Estate it does not specify the type of barrier. A concrete barrier is in place 
and therefore no further investigations are necessary. 
 

20. Receive information on reserves. 
Information showing allocations of reserves were shown to meeting. These were part of the 
budget presented to Council in January. Cllr Hutt requested that this should be updated 
showing where the reserves were and also to include £7,500 for the library. 
 

21. Update on pension arrangements 
No progress made since the last update. 
 

22. Draft Financial Regulations from Procedures. 
These are not yet complete. It is hoped that they will be ready to present to council at the 
May meeting. Procedures WG have asked the LRALC to clarify how “Governance and 
Accountability for Smaller Authorities in England” affects DPC’s Financial Regulations. 
 

23. Desford Parish Council Insurance renewal. 
This is due last week in May. Last year DPC signed up for 3 years. The insurance also 
covers SiD and Barns Charity. More information will be presented to Full Council. Cllr Hutt 
would like to have a meeting with the insurance company to discuss any items that need to 
be added or removed. Information of assets, over £250, is needed from DPC, BVH, DVH 
and Barns Charity – Clerk to request. 
 

24. RBS accounting system. 
Reconciliations for Feb and March are in progress. 23rd May is the close down date. The 
Clerk had a meeting with the internal auditor on Monday 10th April who was happy with 
progress to date. Cllr Hutt mentioned the use of the RBS Purchase invoice system which 
we are paying for but has not been used. 
 

25. Clerks Report. 
Nothing to report. 

 
26. Information from Members and Recommendations to Council. 

Cllr Elcoat – Allotments WG request to know what money was spent on the allotments last 
year and what work Burley do at the allotment and how often. Next allotment WG meeting 
11th May. 
Cllr Hutt – commented that the hedge at the cemetery was badly cut (Road side only). The 
tops have been split and some of the bottom has been missed. Burley need to be informed 
so that the same poor cutting is not repeated and they should be requested to tidy the parts 
that have been missed at the bottom. 
 
 
 
 
Meeting closed 9.02pm 

 


