
 

 

Email: clerk@desfordparishcouncil.co.uk 
 

RESOURCES COMMITTEE MEETING 
 

Held at 7.00pm on Monday the 13th of February 2017 in Desford Library, Main Street, 
Desford.   
 

 MINUTES 
 

Present - Cllrs S Houghton, C Crane, M Elcoat (arrived at 7.30), B Hutt, A Lewis and M Peel. 
  Also present - Martin Broomhead (Clerk) and Lisa Sly (Admin Assistant). 
 
1. Apologies 

None. 
 
2. Declarations of Interest 

None. 
 
3. To approve the minutes of the Resources Committee meeting held on 16th January 

2017 
A number of changes were requested to the draft minutes.  These were: 
 
a) In Minute 3, the changes made to the minutes of the 12th of December were ?? 
b) In Minute 4, the wording was amended to read "The reconciliations for the 3 bank 

accounts were received and agreed as correct for recommendation to Council". 
c) The 2 Issues referred to in Minute 5 were to do with wrongly-posted expenditure to the 

'Sundries' Cost Centre (to be re-coded to Expenses) and the 'Desford in Bloom' cost 
centre.  The Clerk indicated that he had sorted out the first issue, but that the second 
needed further investigation. 

d) In Minute 6, the minor amendments referred to were related to the names of the 
payees being changed to the names of the suppliers (not the names of those who had 
incurred the expenditure). 

e) In Minute 8, the sum recommended was £22,500. 
f) In Minute 10, an additional note "It was also to be recommended that grants would be 

applied for where applicable" in the opening paragraph. 
g) Also in Minute 10, paragraph (f) should be split so that a separate sentence be added 

indicating that "Additional footway ramps would be added to the scheme priorities, but 
that Leicestershire CC should be approached in the first instance as they are 
responsible for highways." 

h) In Minute 11(a), the other items covered by the quote from HBBC were the conctrete 
bench supports in Newbold Road and the concrete litter bin on the KRRG. 

i) In Minute 13(c), the Reserve Funds to be recommended to Council were: 
 

• Playground Maintenance Reserve - 
£19,000 

• Desford in Bloom' Reserve - £2,500 

• Advised Contingency Reserve - £30,000 

• Neighbourhood Plan Reserve - £10,000 

• Match-funding for Bids Reserve - £10,000 



• Desford Projects Reserve - £55,000 
 

j) In Minute 14(d), the phrase "as long as the price for this activity was similar to 
last year's price." 

 
4. To receive and approve Reconciliations for the January Bank Statements 

The reconciliations were approved for recommendation to Council.  
The Clerk was asked to sort out the bank accounts including access to online viewing of 
bank accounts, remove previous clerks name from bank accounts all accounts to be 
"Desford Parish Council" and add Cllr C Crane as a signatory. 

 
5. Income and Expenditure to date 

These were received and approved for recommendation to Council.  It was also noted that, 
after 10 months of the current financial year, only 48% of the budgets had been spent. 
The Clerk noted that the reconciliations for Desford in Bloom were not correct. Cllr Hutt 
asked it to be noted that he had concerns with the Desford in Bloom reconciliations. 
Request RBS to come in for a meeting to discuss. 

 
6. Receipts and Invoices for approval 

These were approved for recommendation to Council 
 

7. Office Equipment (to include Laptop, Network, Landline, Cabinet, Printer) 
These were approved for recommendation to Council. 
It was suggested that we ensure that the office 2016 is a 3 person licence and that the 
current desk top be looked at by CFS to check that it is still up to date. 
  

8. Review quotes and recommend supplier for new gate for Pickards RG 
RJ fencing are Recommended to Council 
 

9. Approve spend on play equipment at Kirkby Road 
Cllr Houghton presented quotes to the committee. It was recommended that this item 
should be put on hold for 1 month to allow other members of the Resources committee to 
look at quotes. The following need to be checked  
Bellway - is the Parish Council going to adopt the common land when estate is finished 
     - are they intending to put a play area on the estate if so who will be paying for this 
HBBC  - Clarify amount of 106 funding available.  
 

10. Defibrillator 
Cost of Defibrillator approx £750, cost of defibrillator and case approx £1100. This is now to 
be passed to the Procurement Working group for more quotes. 
 

11. Recommended actions from Tree survey - quotes 
2 quotes have been received. Due to time restraints (tree work really need to be carried out 
before end of February) the Committee recommend to council to accept the Arberico quote 
unless another quote is received before 22nd February. 
 

12. Allotments 
 
a) Pest Control and stop-cock requirements 

1 quote received so far, leave until 3 quotes have been received 
DPC to purchase stop cock key for allotments 
 
 
 
 



b) Car park 
The Allotment Working Group supplied 1 quote for work to the car park. The council 
requires 2 more. The funding for the work to the car park will come from the village 
projects reserves and not from the allotment budget. 
Clerk to write to Allotment Working Group outlining what the Parish Council has paid 
for at the allotment. 

 
13. Works at Cemetery 

Cemetery working group plan o have a meeting with Friends of Desford Cemetery on 
Wednesday 22nd February.  
A quote has been received for approx £3000 to have an electricity supply installed at the 
cemetery and another quote for approx £3500 for CCTV. There are some battery operated 
cameras available costing approx £100. It is recommended to wait until after the FoDC 
before deciding what to do. 
 

14. Pension Scheme 
Staging date for pensions is 1st April 2017. Cllr Hutt gave information to Clerk regards 2 
companies who could provide. 
 

15. DPC Grant criteria 
Grant form is recommended to full council for approval. Agreed to request 2 quotes only if 
request is for over £100. 
 

16. Quinquennial review follow up 
The Clerk has now collated all the information. The Clerk will now write to David Beaumont 
suggesting that a proper survey be carried out or a refund. 
 

17. Clerks Report 
a)16 Forest rise have requested that the shrubs bordering their property be cut to enable 
access to the fence. It was suggested to remove the shrubs and replace with grass - quote 
needed. 
b)Recommend to employ Roger Lomas to Support the Admin Assistant while the Clerk is 
away for approx 1 hour per week. Proposed by Cllr Crane, seconded by Cllr Houghton, all 
agreed to recommend to council. 
c)Neighbourhood Plan costs. 
20 pages with C envelope cost 86pence + vat. 2000 copies = £2064 
£200 delivery to majority of Desford Neighbourhood plan working group have volunteered 
to deliver to outlying areas.  
A flyer will be sent to all houses approx 2 weeks before questionnaire. 
Costs £60 print, £80 deliver. 
d)Internal Auditor 
Council need to decide if there are any additions items that need to be included. The 
auditor needs to be appointed before the end of the financial year. Provide Cllr Hutt with a 
copy of letter sent to the Internal Auditor last year. 
e) The Clerk is discussing the extension of the office lease with LCC on Tuesday 21st 
February. 
 

18. Information from Members and Recommendations to Council 
Cllr Hutt - Bird season is approaching. DiB have sent a list of requests to the council, please 
can they have an update. 
Cllr Peel - When are Burleys intending to do the first hedge cut? It should still be carried out 
when scheduled in the spring even though the last cut last year was quite late. 
 
Meeting closed 9.25 
 


