
 

 

RESOURCES COMMITTEE MEETING 
 

Held at 7.00pm on Wednesday the 13th of September 2017 
 in Desford Library, Main Street, Desford. 

 
MINUTES 

 
Present: Cllrs Lewis (Chairman), C Crane, M Elcoat, M Peel and Z Rood.   
Also present: the Clerk to the Council, Martin Broomhead, Admin Lisa Sly and book-
keeper Ja’Neen Day. 

 
1. Apologies 

None 
 
2. Declarations of Interest. 

None 
 
3. To approve the minutes of the Resources Committee meeting held on 9 

August 2017. 
These were accepted with no amendments. 
Councillors commented that the notes for tonight’s meeting were sent out too late 
(Tuesday evening) not giving enough time for them to be read. 
 

4. To receive and note the monthly Income and Expenditure 
Received and noted. 
61.8% of yearly expenditure had been spent. Even though this is more than it 
should be DPC are receiving more income that was budgeted so this figure should 
not be concerning at this stage. 
Preparation of the budget for next year will be starting shortly. Whilst the budget is 
being prepared cost centres should be reviewed. 
Financial regulations need to be reviewed – put onto council Agenda. 
 

5. To receive and approve bank reconciliations for August 
Received and approved 
 

6. To recommend payment of invoices and note receipts 
Received and recommended to council. 
Burley invoices - hold both July and August invoice until improvement are seen. 
Update “Invoices and Accounts for Approval and Recommendation to Council” to 
include the names of the internments. 
Large income from Scarecrow festival deposited in DiB account. 
 

7. Grounds Maintenance - Performance and Invoices 
The memorial garden has still not been dug.  
Hedge cutting has not been done, it was requested that it should be done before 
September. 
Cllr Peel asked for it to be minuted that if DPC withhold 2 invoices then DPC are 
putting themselves in a position where there may be a dispute with Burleys and 
therefore Burleys may decide not to cut the grass. 



Cllr C Crane has had discussions with Burleys about damaged headstones. He has 
now received verbal confirmation, from John Clifford, that Burley do not accept 
liability for the damage of the headstones but are prepared to contribute towards the 
cost of repairing the head stones. 

 
8. Parish Office lease with LCC 

DPC have received advice from Roger Taylor of Wellers Hedleys regarding the 
contract form LCC for the office lease.  
The reference to break clause in paragraph 2 needs to be checked.  
Clerk will list the comments made by Wellers and send to LCC for comment. 
 

9. Feedback from the Procurement Working Group meeting held on 1 September 
Noted 
 

10. Mobile Vehicle Activated Signs (MVAS) 
Mobile signs were received very positively by DPC with the main concern being who 
will move them? A job for an odd job person. Fixed signs were also discussed. 
Sun and Soil gave £8000 which it was suggested could be used for traffic 
management. Resources recommend to council to purchase 1 mobile sign at a cost 
of approximately £3500 (locations for these signs need to be discussed with LCC 
before installation) 
 

11. Update on Pension arrangements 
Letters have been sent to employees, awaiting responses. DPC is now up to date 
with the pension arrangements. 
 

12. Fee proposals from potential Traffic Consultants 
1 quote has been received although 3 enquiries were sent. To be discussed at the 
next Resources meeting. 
 

13. Tyre Swing on Kirkby Road Recreation Ground 
Quote from Timberland to repair the swing is £3623.05 (cost of a replacement is 
£15,000)  
Cllr Peel had investigated alternative solutions of which there were 3. Cllr Peel to 
pass this information to the Clerk so that a report can be prepared for the full council 
meeting on Wednesday 20th September Showing all options and costs. 
 

14. Email Accounts 
Individual e-mail accounts cost between £12 and £25 per address per year. It was 
decided not to proceed with this and each councillor can choose their own e-mail 
address to be used for council business. 
 

15. Grant Thornton Letter 
The letter recently received from Grant Thornton informs Desford Parish Council 
that they have passed the External Audit. It was suggested to put the date of 
14/9/17 on page 3 of the report and a copy of this page will then be put on the 
notice boards.  
Noted 
 

16. Re-siting of electric and water in churchyard 
The external electricity and water supply in the Church yard are currently in the 
middle of the grass. The church (PCC) propose to move this to the outer wall. We 
have not received any quotes yet but the PCC will get 3 quotes . 



Noted 
 

17. Councillor Training 
Noted 
 

18. Village Map 
Information for the Village map was not available for the resources meeting. 
Information will be presented to full council for a decision. 
 

19. Christmas trees and lights 
The large tree has been ordered at a cost of £180 which includes the tree, delivery, 
installation, and removal. This is the same cost as last year. Resources endorse the 
order that the Clerk has made, this as it needed to be ordered before the end of 
August to be able to book an installation date.  
Recommended to Council 
It is recommended to council to buy 13 small Christmas trees. All the properties 
need contacting to see if they are happy to have the trees again this year. 
It is recommended that DPC purchase 13 sets of battery operated lights with timer. 
The lights chosen were from The Christmas Workshop 200 LED, warm white, 
battery operated, with timer. These are available from Amazon at a cost of £12.99 
each. Batteries will also need to be purchased. (CAG paid last year) 
B Hutt bought some lights as a sample for DPC to look at. It is recommended that 
DPC pay B Hut £16.77 for these lights. 
 

20. Bus shelters 
Information for the Bus Shelters was not available for the resources meeting.  
B Hutt had mentioned that there maybe some S278 money (approx. £8000) to pay 
for bus shelters. The Clerk is to enquire about this. 
 

21. Cemetery Notice Board 
Cllr C Crane has not looked into this as he is waiting for the Admin Assistant to give 
him a copy of the PCIF bid. Admin to do ASAP.  
 

22. Contracts for 2018 
It is recommended to council that a decision is made as to whether DPC lengthen 
the current grounds maintenance contract for another year or if to send out to 
tender. If DPC decides to re-tender then this needs to be started next month. Cllr 
Peel currently has the only electronic copy of the tender document that can be 
edited, the format is acceptable but various additions need to be updated. 
 

23. Grass Verges 
“Big Discussion” meeting is taking place later this month between LCC and Parish 
Councils looking at how they can work together.  
It was discussed whether DPC should take on the mowing of both HBBC and LCC 
verges. This is not possible at the moment as LCC is running a pilot scheme and 
Desford is not included.  
It was suggested that DPC should look into a person being employed by DPC full 
time to carry out both grounds maintenance and building maintenance with DPC 
either buying or leasing the equipment. 
 
 
 
 



 
24. Clerks Report 

a) Bike Rack 
Part of the Councils PCIF bid. These will be wall mounted on Desford express wall. 
We have permission from the building owner who is happy for 2 to be mounted. 
There are 2 options “traffic Line” and “Butterfly” 
Recommend to council to purchase 2 bike racks. The two bike racks are very similar 
so the clerk can decide which one to recommend. 

 
b) Door Bell 

A door bell is required for office so we know when someone is here to see us. 
Recommended to council to purchase a door bell   

 
c) 30mph stickers for bins 

We already have approx. 100 
If they were to be put on the houses on Manor road, Peckleton Lane and Station 
Road we would need 370 in total. Does DPC wish to purchase more? 
Cllr Lewis has penned a letter that will be sent out with the 100 30mph signs that we 
currently have. Cllrs P Crane and Lewis will distribute these signs to some of the 
houses on Peckleton Lane, Lindridge Lane and some of Kirkby Road. Admin to type 
up letter for distribution. 
 

d) Print cartridge prices 
During the last 5 months we have spent £486.00 
Noted. Look into possibility of alternative printer. 
 

e) Precept 
DPC have received £60,500.00 from HBBC for the final payment of the precept. 

Noted. 
 

f) Clean Bus shelter 
DPC have been requested to clean the Bus shelter on Desford Lane opposite what 
was Desford Tubes. This has come from Ozzy O’Shea via HBBC. Quotes are 
needed. 
Source quotes. This is a job that an odd job person could do, quickly. Get prices for 
an odd job person to work hourly rates. 

 
 
25. Information from Members 

Cllr C Crane  
- A chestnut tree in the church yard is over hanging a garden. Ask Arboreco to  
quote. 
- There are various enquiries about land and boundaries on Forest Rise. To help 
solve these information from the Land registry is required. This will cost £3.00. 
Recommend to council to pay this. 
 

 
 
 
Meeting close 9.10 
 
 


