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Email: clerk@desfordparishcouncil.co.uk 
 

RESOURCES COMMITTEE MEETING 
 

Held on Monday the 16th of January 2017 in Desford Library, Main Street, Desford.   
 
  

MINUTES 
 

Present – Cllr S Houghton (Chair), Cllr A Lewis, Cllr B Hutt and Cllr M Peel. 
Also present – Cllr M Elcoat, Martin Broomhead (Clerk to the Council) 

 
1. Apologies 

 
Apologies were received and accepted from Cllr C Crane. 

 
2. Declarations of Interest 

 
There were no declarations of interest. 

 
3. To approve the minutes of the Resources Committee meeting held on 12th 

December 2016 
 
With one amendment and one additional item, the minutes of the meeting held on 
14 December 2016 were agreed. 
 

4. To receive and approve Reconciliations for the December Bank Statements 
 
The reconciliations for the 3 bank accounts were received and agreed as correct for 
recommendation to Council. 

 
5. Income and Expenditure to date 

 
Summary and detailed reports of the income and expenditure up to the end of 
December were noted.  There were 2 issues that the Clerk was asked to rectify by 
the time of the next meeting and these were (a) the Sundries Cost Centre (which 
should be recoded to Expenses) and (b) the ‘Desford in Bloom’ Cost Centre. 

 
6. Receipts and Invoices for approval 

 
These were circulated and noted.  With minor amendments, it was agreed to 
recommend the invoices for payment.  (These amendments related to the names of 
the suppliers, and not the names of those who had incurred the expenditure. 
 

7. Appointment of Internal Auditor 
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It was agreed to recommend the appointment of the same Internal Auditor as last 
year and that the appointment should be for a 3 year period.  It was also agreed that 
the brief for the Auditor should be reviewed at the next Resources Committee 
meeting. 
 

8. Staffing Budget 
 
It was agreed:  

a) To recommend that the budget provision of £22,500 included in the Clerk’s 
report be included in the 2017/18 budgets; 

b) Not to support the suggestion that the Council employ a handy-person; and 
c) That more details were required before changes to the staffing arrangements 

were recommended.  The Staffing Committee would be expected to review 
this issue. 

 
9. Office Equipment 

 
It was agreed in principle to support the proposals included in the report on this 
issue, subject to receiving further information about them. 
 

10. Consideration of S106 Scheme priorities, together with possible PCIF bids 
 
The Committee received a report from the Procurement Working Group held on 13 
January 2017.  Following discussion it was agreed to recommend to Council that: 
 

a) The projects to provide playground equipment (£25k), the skate park (£30k) 
and the bus shelters (£12.5k) be approved as S106 supported projects for 
2017/18. 

b) That Council notes that the overall cost of these projects, £72.5k, should be 
funded from Section 106 funds (£45k currently available) and Parish Council 
funds (£27.5k). 

c) PCIF bids be submitted to HBBC for the library map and display board 
(£4.5K), the cemetery notice board (£1.8k) and the bike rack/dog tether 
outside the post office (£0.2k).  (Although more works quotes are needed). 

d) The cost of these items (£6.5k) could be funded from successful PCIF bids 
(£4.0k) and PC funds (£2.5k). 

e) The Clerk be authorised to sign PCIF bid submissions on behalf of the 
Council. 

f) Other projects, including cast-iron bins (£6k), more xmas lights (£1k), tap and 
paving at cemetery (£1.5), speed signs (£8k), defibrillator (£1k), benches and 
(£3k). 

g) Additional footway ramps would be added to the scheme priorities, but that 
Leicestershire CC should be approached in the first instance as they are 
responsible for highways. 

h) Provision is made for projects for Pickards playground (£25k), Pickards 
community garden and picnic tables (£10k), Botcheston playground and sign 
(£20k), further speed signs (£8k) and heritage lamp-posts for future financial 
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years.  (But it should be noted that consultations should be carried out prior 
to confirming details of these projects). 
 

The Committee also agreed to recommend that grants be applied for for all 
schemes where applicable. 

 
11. Allotments 

 
a) To receive quotations for clearance work at the allotments 

It was agreed to recommend to Council that the quotation from HBBC in the 
sum of £654.36 for the clearance and removal of glass, concrete and asbestos 
from the allotments, and for the removal of other concrete bins and benches 
from other locations in the village.  (These were the concrete bench supports in 
Newbold Road and the concrete litter bin in KRRG). 

 
b) Pest Control and stop-cock requirements 

As there is a pest control problem in both the allotments and the cemetery, the 
Clerk was asked to contact the Council’s pest control operator to have him 
investigate the problems. 

 
12. Request from Botcheston VH Committee about the Christmas lights 

 
The Clerk was asked to check if the Botcheston VH Committee had stored their 
Christmas lights and if they had, then the Resources Committee would recommend 
that the Parish Council should fund the whole cost of the provision of the Christmas 
lights; (£984). 
 

13. Discussion of 17/18 Budget with a view to making recommendations to 
Council on: 
 
a) Overall Budget situation 

The Clerk had circulated a spreadsheet which set out details of the various 
cost centres to be included in the budget for 2017/18.  These were discussed, 
amended where necessary and agreed for recommendation to Council. 
 

b) Possible additional items for consideration in 2017/18 
Notes explaining significant increases in the various cost centres were 
included in the spreadsheet. 
 

c) Allocation of Reserves 
The spreadsheet included an estimate of how much the Council was likely to 
have in its accounts at the end of the financial year; (approx £128k).  Following 
discussions, it was agreed that these funds should be carried forward as 
reserves and that details should be provided by the Clerk for the Council 
meeting on 18 January.  The recommended reserves were: 
 

• Playground Maintenance Reserve - £19,000 

• Desford in Bloom' Reserve - £2,500 

• Advised Contingency Reserve - £30,000 
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• Neighbourhood Plan Reserve - £10,000 

• Match-funding for Bids Reserve - £10,000 

• Desford Projects Reserve - £55,000 
 

d) Preliminary recommendation on precept 
Following further discussions, Resources Committee agreed to recommend to 
Council that there should be no increase in the Parish Council’s element of the 
Council Tax for each householder in the parish. 
 
It is further recommended that the precept for the coming year should be set at 
£121,000. 

 
14. Clerks Report 

 
a) Internal Auditor's Report on Grounds Maintenance Contracts 
 
 Attached at Appendix A is the Internal Auditor's Final Report on the review 

that he carried out into the current and previous grounds maintenance 
contracts. 

 
 Resources Committee recommended that this be reported to Council for 

noting and approval. 
 
b) Quotes for Village Map Board and Cemetery Notice Board 
 
 Cllr P Crane has received quotations for supplying the Village Map Board to be 

erected outside the library, but this had been dealt with elsewhere on this 
agenda. 
 

c) Donation from Sun and Soil 
 
On Friday, we received an e-mail from Sun and Soil informing the Parish 
Council that the £8,000 donation had been transferred to the Council’s main 
account. 
 

d) RBS Support at the Close-down of the Accounts - April/May 2017 
 
Resources Committee agreed to recommend to Council to ask RBS to assist 
with the close-down of the 2016/17 accounts in April or May 2017, as long as 
the price was similar to last year’s price. 

 
15. Information from Members and Recommendations to Council 

 
Cllr Hutt raised two DiB related issues relating to the schedules of work for (a) street 
cleaning (HBBC) and (b) verge cutting (LCC).  The Clerk agreed to try and obtain 
the information. 
 



5 

 

 
 
 
Chairman  …………………………………  Date  …………………………… 


