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RESOURCES COMMITTEE MEETING 

 

 
Held at 7.00pm on Wednesday the 9th of August 2017 in Desford Library, Main 
Street, Desford.   
 

MINUTES 
 
Present – Cllrs Lewis (Chairman), C Crane, M Elcoat and M Peel.  Also present, the Clerk 
to the Council, Martin Broomhead 
 
1. Apologies 

 
Apologies were received and accepted from Cllr Rood. 

 
2. Declarations of Interest 

 
There were no declarations of Interest. 

 
3. To approve the minutes of the Resources Committee meeting held on 12 July 

2017 
 
These were approved and accepted as a true record of the meeting. 
 

4. To receive and note the monthly Income and Expenditure 
 
The Summary and Detailed Income and Expenditure were received and noted.  In 
particular, the following issues were highlighted: 
 
a) That the Total Expenditure to date was 50.1% of the Annual Budget, which 

was a bit high for a point 33% through the year.  Committee agreed that this 
should be monitored to ensure that the expenditure didn’t exceed the budget. 
 
The Clerk explained that, if there was a problem later in the year, then part of 
the General Reserves could be transferred to the Annual Budget to cover 
any shortfall. 
 

b) It was noted that there was a significant overspend at the Allotments.  
However, the Clerk indicated that this was because the grant for the fencing 
had been received in March (and had, therefore, been included in the 
General Reserves at the end of the 2016/17 Financial year), but that the 
invoice for the works had not been paid until April.   
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c) It was suggested that more budget headings/codes could be incorporated in 
the budget to allow for more significant expenditure and to make the budgets 
easier to understand. 

 
5. To receive and approve the Bank Reconciliations for July 

 
The Reconciliations and Bank Statements for the main account and the DiB account 
were received and approved. 
 
On the main account, the Clerk pointed out the £4,545 VAT refund that had been 
received.  (This relates to Q1 in 2017/18). 
 
The Clerk stated that the Income and Expenditure and Reconciliation reports had 
been prepared by the new Book-keeper, Ja’Neen Day, and that she appeared to be 
very competent in her approach.  The Committee asked the Clerk to invite her to the 
next meeting. 
 

6. To recommend payment of invoices and note receipts 
 
The Invoices and Income were noted and approved for recommendation to Council.   
 
The Committee and Clerk were concerned about the cost of the printer cartridges 
and the Clerk agreed to review how much the Council had spent on these since the 
printer had been purchased earlier in the year. 
 
The invoice relating to ‘Painting of Street Furniture’ was queried, as there is a bin on 
Kirkby Road Recreation Ground that hadn’t been done.  The Clerk indicated that he 
would look into this. 
 

7. Grounds Maintenance - Performance and Invoices 
 
The June and July Invoices from Burleys were presented separately and, following 
discussion, it was agreed that the June Invoice should be recommended for 
payment, but the July Invoice should be held back until the information requested 
from Burleys (about the number of cuts earlier in the year) had been received. 
 
The Clerk indicated that he would be liaising with Burleys to ensure that the hedge-
trimming was done this month and not left until later in the year.  (As it was last 
year). 

 
8. Parish Office lease with LCC 

 
The Clerk informed the meeting that, as agreed by Council, he had asked for legal 
advice from LRALC, but that it hadn’t been received as yet.  (This wasn’t LRALC’s 
fault, it appears that the Solicitors that they had asked for advice from hadn’t 
responded yet). 
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9. Feedback from the joint meeting held with Procurement Working Group held 
on 4 August 
 
The minutes of this meeting were circulated and the Chair commented that this had 
been a very positive meeting, but that there was a lot to do. 
 
Councillors commented on some of the proposals raised at the meeting and noted 
that estimates and quotes are required.   
 

10. Clerks Report 
 
a) Parish Council Mapping 
 
It was agreed that a mapping arrangement was urgently required by the 
Neighbourhood Plan Group.  ‘Parish Online’ can provide this type of support, but it 
was also mentioned that Lee McMahon at HBBC would be able to assist in 
providing ‘readable’ versions of maps.  This issue needs to be investigated and 
resolved in time for a recommendation to be put to Council next Wednesday (16 
August). 
 
b) Staff Pensions 
 
The Clerk indicated that he was making progress on this and asked for the 
necessary Direct Debit Mandate to be signed as agreed at the last Council meeting.  
(Cllrs Lewis and Peel signed the document). 
 
The Clerk indicated that he would inform the Pensions Regulator of the progress 
made to date. 
 
The Committee also agreed to recommend to Council that all employees of the 
Council be offered access to the Pension arrangements. 
 
c) Mobile Vehicle Activated Signs 
 
The Clerk indicated that he had received positive feedback from Barwell and Earl 
Shilton Parish Councils about vehicle actuated signs and that he was following this 
up with the County Council.  He hoped to have more information on this for the 
Council meeting. 
 
d) Traffic Consultants 
 
The Clerk circulated a draft brief for consultants to carry out a Survey and 
Assessment of the traffic problems in Desford.  Various amendments were 
proposed including: 
 

• Include all traffic, not just HGVs.  It was felt that workforce traffic caused a major 
problem at certain times of day. 
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• Ask the consultants to liaise with the main employers to ensure that a full 
assessment of the situation is carried out. 

• Traffic on Lindridge Lane and Parkstone Road should also be included as, at 
certain times of day, traffic on these roads causes difficulties, particularly on 
Main Street and Peckleton Lane. 

• The Council’s goals need to be more specific. 

• Ensure that any survey includes a peak-time assessment. 

• Ensure that possible solutions are also requested. 
 
Subject to approval by Council, the amended brief will be dispatched to 3 
consultants in the next few days. 
 

 
e) Tyre Swing on Kirkby Road Recreation Ground 
 
The Clerk indicated that, although he had chained off the tyre swing last Friday (4 
August), the chain had been removed by local youths.  Cllr Peel agreed to provide a 
better chain and the swing would be made safe again.  (This was done on 10 
August). 
 
The Clerk also indicated that he had been in contact with the manufacturer’s UK 
agents and had expected a quote for the repair of the swing.  However, this had not 
yet been received.  The Clerk indicated that there would be a report on this to 
Council. 
 
f) Lamp-post Poppies 
 
The Committee agreed to recommend that the Council purchases 30 lamp-post 
poppies at £3 each. 
 
g) Quote from Pest Professionals 
 
The Committee agreed to recommend to Council that, subject to waiving Standing 
Orders in terms of obtaining 3 quotes, Pest Professionals should be appointed.  
However, this was also subject to more information being provided for the 2 
quotations given; (£300 and £1,100). 
 
h) Quote for applying a wood-stain to the 7 benches in the Cemetery 
 
Most of the benches in the village have been recently painted by J R Allen and the 
invoice for this is recommended to Council for payment.   
 
The company have now indicated that they are happy to paint the remaining 8 
benches in the cemetery for the same rate as previously accepted.  Hence, an order 
will now be placed asking J R Allen to carry out this work. 
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11. Information from Members and Recommendations to Council 
 
Cllr Crane indicated that there was an area of grass verge/bank on Peckleton Lane 
which a resident used to cut.  However, the task is now getting to be too much for 
the resident, so could the Parish Council find out who owns the land, so that 
alternative maintenance arrangements can be put in place. 
 
Cllr Lewis stated that she would be getting quotes for a Christmas tree and that an 
order may have to be given before the end of August. 
 

12. To discuss issues raised in a confidential letter 
 
Committee discussed this correspondence, but, as the individual had recently been 
in touch with the Council again requesting further information, it was agreed that the 
Committee did not need to take any action at the moment.  The Clerk will respond in 
the first instance and report back. 
 

The meeting closed at 8.44pm. 
 
 
 
 
Chairman  …………………………………  Date  ………………………… 


